
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

School Attendance  

School attendance for this week is % which is equal to our target of 96%. 

Reception    % Sparks 

Year 1 and 2                   %Flickers 

 Year 3 and 4                 % Flames 

 

 

Respect   Love  Endeavour  Curiosity  
 

 
SCIENCE WEEK 

Monday 9th March 2020 

 

3.30pm – 4.30pm – After school sports club 

 

Tuesday 10th March 2020 

 

3.30pm – 4.30pm – After school STEM club 

 

Wednesday 11th March 2020 

Welly Wednesday  

 

Lunch time Design and Technology club run by pupils 

 

Thursday 12th March 2020 

 

 

9.00am – Year 1 phonics screening and Year 2 SATS workshop with 

Mrs Mellor 

3.30pm – 4.30pm – Gymnastics after school club 

Friday 13th March 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Leonard’s CE (A) First School Newsletter 

 

Friday 6th March 2020 

  

www.stleonardsfirstschoolipstones.com 

 

‘From a tiny spark to a bright flame’ 

 

‘In him was life; and life was the light of men.  And the light shineth in darkness’. (John 1:4-5) 

Headteacher:  Mrs Kelly Stanesby   Chair of governors: Mr Stephen Clancy  

Designated safeguarding lead: Mrs Kelly Stanesby,Deputy safeguarding leads: Mrs Julie Amos and 

Miss Torr   

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/736x/8d/a1/ab/8da1abfdda8f8a0ccec0ccd8c21830c7.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.pinterest.com/explore/childrens-wellies/&docid=6qRPMzKz9u5gyM&tbnid=dVh8enGgl8LuQM:&vet=10ahUKEwjQtem8yNjTAhVoIcAKHcnPAKgQMwhbKCwwLA..i&w=370&h=370&noj=1&safe=active&bih=673&biw=1366&q=childrens%20wellington%20boots%20clipart&ved=0ahUKEwjQtem8yNjTAhVoIcAKHcnPAKgQMwhbKCwwLA&iact=mrc&uact=8
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=flame+clip+art&view=detailv2&adlt=strict&id=1900DD4A6A52E5A658A191B945B010EDEA755827&selectedIndex=40&ccid=JyUXWNU9&simid=608041171310939208&thid=OIP.M27251758d53df6b7ac13bc15b3929ec3H0


Your lunch menu for the 9th March – 13th March 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Macaroni 

cheese and 

green beans 

Chicken curry, 

rice and peas 

Burger, wedges 

and sweetcorn 

Roast turkey, mash, 

toast potatoes and 

broccoli 

Fish fingers, chips 

and beans or peas 

Chocolate 

sponge 

Lemon drizzle 

cake 

Ice cream Shortbread Sponge and custard 

 

                                                                                                                

                

 

 

Well Done! 

Well done to Jessica who has achieved her 

stage 7 swimming award. 

She is now swimming her way towards her 

bronze! 

Very well done Jessica!  

 

Star Awards 

 
 

Congratulations are sent out to the following 

children who won Star Award’s this week: 

Headteacher’s 

Award 

The whole school 

Star of the Week  

Sparks  

Olivia B 

Star of the week 

Flickers 

Polly 

Star of the Week  

Flames 

Isambard 

Spark to a flame  

Sparks Class 

Molly, Jack 

Spark to a flame  

Flames Class 

Isla B 

 

 

Happy Birthday 

 

A very happy birthday to Brea who celebrates 

her birthday next week. 

Have a fabulous time Brea! 

 

 

 

 

Something Special 

Apologies from our uniform provider who have 

had some delays on certain items of uniform. 

Pre ordered items should be delivered to them no 

later than 30th March. 

The country of origin is Eqypt so no need to 

panic! 
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World Book Day 

On Thursday the children had a wonderful day. 

They were invited to come dressed in their pyjamas or as a dragon for World Book Day. 

They started with a whole school story. Mrs Mellor read the Julia Donaldson book, Zog, and we had our very own 

Zog to act out the story! 

They all settled down with their pillows, listening and joining in with the story so that they could write about it 

later. 

The Cheadle and Tean times visited to take their photograph so keep an eye out in next week’s paper. St 

Leonard’s should be in twice as they were here on our enrichment day also. 

Mrs Goldstraw and some of the children made a huge Zog picture by sticking paper tissue scales on to him. Once 

finished Zog will be proudly displayed in the hall. 

The children then all watched the Zog cartoon after Dragon school where they learnt how to fly, how to roar and 

breathe fire. Certificates were given out to the best of the fire breathing bunch! 

 

 

SATS workshop  

There will be a Year 2 SATS information session with Mrs Mellor on Thursday 12th March at 9am. 

Year 1 parents are also welcome to attend also as the year 1 phonics screening check will also be discussed. 

The workshop will cover what the papers look like, what the children will be assessed on and how to help your 

child. 

Please could you drop Mrs Amos a quick email to advise if you can make it; 

office@st-leonards-ipstones.staffs.sch.uk 

 

 



 

Enrichment Day 

The children had a fabulous day on Tuesday’s careers day. 

They were visited by a firefighter, who showed them his old firefighter helmets and explained all the different 

scenarios firefighters have to attend as part of their role. The children then tried on the helmets. 

Then they had a talk from a nurse who taught them how to take their pulse. They also listened to their 

heartbeats through the stethoscope. 

They had a live hairdressing demonstration from the local hairdressers who cut one of the children’s fringes. 

We were visited by Bob Wilson a local author who wrote the Stanley Bagshaw books. Mr Wilson talked to the 

children about how he chooses his characters and how he uses words to engage the reader in his story books. 

We were then visited by the police. Two local PCSO’s talked to the children about their jobs.  

The children were allowed to try on police jackets and hats.  

Mr Clancy talked to the children about being a vet. He brought in models of different parts of animals to show 

what they should look like, what they look like if they are poorly and explained what he would do to make the 

animals better. 

Lastly Isambard’s mum talked to the children about engineering. 

We’d like to say a massive thank you to all our professionals who visited and talked to the children about their 

careers.  

The children asked lots of questions and thoroughly enjoyed the day. 

We hope they were inspired! 

    

 

 

   

 



Writing in school 

Learning to write is one of the most important things that a child at primary school will learn. Children use their 

writing in almost all other subjects of the curriculum. Good writing also gives children a voice to share their ideas 

with the world. 

For a child, learning to write can be a tricky business, not least because good writing involves handwriting, spelling, 

grammar and punctuation not to mention what we want to write and who we are writing for. 

Writing in the National Curriculum in England 

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

In Reception, children will start to learn how to form letters correctly. They will be encouraged to use their 

knowledge of phonics to write words in ways which match their spoken sounds. By the end of the year, they will be 

expected to write simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others. 

Key Stage 1 (Years 1 and 2) 

In Year 1, children will be taught to write sentences by saying out loud what they are going to write about, put 

several sentences together and re-read their writing to check it makes sense. They will also be expected to 

discuss what they have written and to read it aloud. 

In Year 2, children learn to write for a range of purposes, including stories, information texts and poetry. Children 

are encouraged to plan what they are going to write and to read through their writing to make corrections and 

improvements. 

Key stage 2 (Years 3 to 6) 

In Years 3 and 4, children are encouraged to draft and write by talking about their writing. They will continue to 

learn how to organise paragraphs and, if they are writing non-fiction, to use headings. When they are writing 

stories, they will learn to use settings, characters and plots. Children in Years 3 and 4 will be expected to use what 

they know about grammar in their writing and to read through what they have written, to find ways to improve it. 

^The whole school next focus for writing will be using our creativity and flair making our writing as interesting and 

exciting as it can be. 

To encourage wonderful writing Mrs Stanesby will choose a star writer from each year group each week and their 

work will be displayed on our “Writer of the week” wall. 

Our first star writer last week was Nina! 

Well Done to Nina who wrote a story about a princess being eaten by a wolf! 

Yesterday Mrs Stanesby had a visit from Mrs Luty a commissioning officer from the local authority. 

She was incredibly impressed with the standard of pupils writing compared to this time last year and presentation, 

spelling and technical aspects of the children’s writing have really improved. This is why the whole school have this 

week’s Headteacher’s award. Mrs Stanesby is very proud of them and all the hard work of the teachers and the 

staff. 

 

 



Parent governor vacancy 

 

A vacancy exists on our school’s governing body for a parent governor. We are writing to inform you of the 

election arrangements and to invite you to stand for election.  Parent governors are appointed for a period of 

four years, irrespective of whether their children remain in school during that period. 

Parents who are willing and eligible to stand as a candidate for election may complete a nomination form. The 

nomination form then needs to be signed by the candidate and two other parents.  Parents of all children 

currently registered at the school are entitled to stand for election or to nominate others.  For these purposes 

‘parent’ includes a step-parent, guardian or other persons having parental responsibility.  Please note that you will 

be disqualified from standing for election as a parent governor if any of the following criteria are applicable: 

 

 You are employed at this school for more than 500 hours in a consecutive twelve month period (i.e. more than 

one third).   You will, however, be entitled to vote in the election. 

 You are an elected member of the Local Authority (Staffordshire County Council). 

 

You may like to note that the governing body has a code of conduct and that any new governor will be expected 

to sign up to and adhere to that code. You should also be aware that if your duties as a governor require you to 

have a CRB check, this will reveal information about previous cautions and convictions. 

 

A completed nomination form must be returned to the school no later than Monday 20th April 2020.  It would be 

helpful if candidates would submit a brief statement about themselves .Should a vote be required, this will be 

distributed to all parents to help them to make their decision. 

 

As soon as possible following the closing date for nominations, all parents will be sent a ballot paper giving details 

of each of the candidates.  Parents will be asked to indicate their preference as appropriate and return the 

ballot paper to the school office no later than the date shown.  To comply with statutory regulations the ballot 

will be conducted in secret. 

 

All candidates will be invited to attend the count although it will not be invalidated due to inability to attend. 

 

The results of the ballot will be posted on the school notice board immediately following the count. 

 

Nomination forms have been sent home with the children. 

 

We would like to thank Mrs Helen Burgess who is leaving us after many years serving as a parent governor. 

 

Thank you for all your support, you will be missed. 



Academy photography 

This week the children had class photographs, ( leavers Year 4), and graduates (Reception) photographs taken. 

Academy photography are revisiting next Tuesday to take a whole school photograph will be distributed when 

received. 

Please ensure all orders are back by 23rd March 2020. 

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coronavirus 

The health and wellbeing of pupils and staff is a priority for us. We want to reassure you that we are doing all we 

can to help limit the risk of infection now that UK Chief Medical Officers have raised the risk of coronavirus 

(COVID-19) to the public from low to moderate. 

We have taken delivery of several hand sanitiser and soap dispensers which will be placed at the front entrance, in 

the toilets and in the hall. 

We will encourage all visitors to use the dispenser by the front entrance before they come in to school. 

Children will also be reminded to wash their hands regularly. 

We will continue to actively monitor national guidance issued by Public Health England and ensure that any requests 

issued are actioned immediately. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent pay 

Please could you ensure your parent pay account is kept up to date. 

There is an option within the system where you can set up an alert to advise you if your balance is getting low. 

The instructions are under the following link; 

https://www.parentpay.com/DOCH/school-support/index.html@page_id=9200.html  

Please note there are still payments outstanding for the Year 3 and 4 trip to Macclesfield museum. 

These need to be paid as soon as possible in order for the payment item to be archived. 

 

https://www.parentpay.com/DOCH/school-support/index.html@page_id=9200.html


 

 

National Online safety 

 

Steam is hugely popular amongst the PC gaming community. It’s accessible, easy to use and can open up a world of 

gaming options for your child. But what is Steam? How does it differ to buying games from a shop? And should 

parents have any concerns? Find out with this guide. 

 

 

 

Oscar’s Adventures in the Online World has been created to help you understand what it takes to stay safe in the 

online world. All you need is a hint of adventure to open up endless hours of wonder and excitement, while learning 

how to make safer decisions when using the internet. Help Oscar make the right decisions so he can avoid dangers 

on his journey through the online world. 

Below is the link where you can register download Oscar’s online adventures; 

  

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides/online-safety-storybook 

 

https://nationaleducationgroup.cmail19.com/t/t-l-ndhihe-qjyhdjhiu-y/
https://nationaleducationgroup.cmail19.com/t/t-l-ndhihe-qjyhdjhiu-y/
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides/online-safety-storybook


 
Just for fun! 
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