
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Leonard’s CE (A) First School Newsletter 

 

Friday 2nd July 2021 

  

www.stleonardsfirstschoolipstones.com 

 

‘From a tiny spark to a bright flame’ 

 

‘In him was life; and life was the light of men.  And the light shineth in darkness’. (John 1:4-5) 

Headteacher:  Mrs Kelly Stanesby   Designated safeguarding lead: Mrs Kelly Stanesby,Deputy 

safeguarding leads: Mrs Julie Amos and Miss Torr  Chair of Govenors: Mr Matthew Welton  

 

Weekly Diary 

 

Monday 5th July 2021 School uniform – All 

Tuesday 6th July 2021 School uniform – All 

 

 

Wednesday 7th July 2021 

Welly Wednesday  

Welly Wednesday clothes – All 

 

Thursday 8th July 2021 

 

PE kit – Sparks and Flickers,  School uniform – Flames 

 

Friday 9th July 2021 

 

PE kit – Sparks and Flames,  School uniform – Flickers 

 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=flame+clip+art&view=detailv2&adlt=strict&id=1900DD4A6A52E5A658A191B945B010EDEA755827&selectedIndex=40&ccid=JyUXWNU9&simid=608041171310939208&thid=OIP.M27251758d53df6b7ac13bc15b3929ec3H0
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/736x/8d/a1/ab/8da1abfdda8f8a0ccec0ccd8c21830c7.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.pinterest.com/explore/childrens-wellies/&docid=6qRPMzKz9u5gyM&tbnid=dVh8enGgl8LuQM:&vet=10ahUKEwjQtem8yNjTAhVoIcAKHcnPAKgQMwhbKCwwLA..i&w=370&h=370&noj=1&safe=active&bih=673&biw=1366&q=childrens wellington boots clipart&ved=0ahUKEwjQtem8yNjTAhVoIcAKHcnPAKgQMwhbKCwwLA&iact=mrc&uact=8


   

Ofsted Visit – Thursday 1st July 2021 

Although the children were not in school on Thursday Ofsted were! 

The last monitoring visit was a Covid visit but this visit the inspector was focusing on; 

 

 How effectively the school is adapting its existing development planning to meet current challenges; 

“inspectors will discuss with leaders what they had achieved by the start of the pandemic, where they 

are currently with their improvement plans and how they are getting back on track” 

 Matters that are “particularly relevant at this time, such as the curriculum and its implementation 

(including remote education) and attendance, particularly of vulnerable pupils (including those with 

special educational needs and disabilities)” 

 Examining whether those responsible for governance are making an “effective contribution to 

leadership and management and whether they are supporting/holding to account the school on its 

immediate challenges, balancing this against its improvement journey, in order to ensure that pupils 

receive a good quality of education” 

 The effectiveness of safeguarding in the school 

 “Whether leaders continue to demonstrate convincingly that the school’s capacity to improve is 

increasing, taking into account the challenges of COVID-19”  

Thank you to all parents who completed the Osted parent survey, your feedback is important to us. We will 

share the outcome of the visit when we have received the final copy of the report. 

 

 

 

 

Covid Update 

We apologise for the short notice of the school closure on Thursday and Friday last week. 

We were made aware, on Wednesday evening, of a positive covid case of a member of the comminuity and two 

of the children had been in close contact. We have since received another positive result and are awaiting 

further pcr results from a positive lateral flow test.We will advise you when the school can reopen once these 

results are received. 

Please could all children take a PCR test before returning to school.  

The local oubreak team have suggested PCR testing around the 7th and 8th July to ensure an accurate result. 

 

 

 



Potential Sports Day – Wednesday 14th July 

Unfortunately, we have made the difficult decision not to open our Sports Day up to parent spectators. We are 

unable to facilitate the Sports Day without imposing lots of parent rules and we do not have the staffing to 

support, which would mean less enjoyment for the children. The children are always at the forefront of 

everything we do. Therefore, our annual Sports Day will go ahead for the children, as full and fun as usual, but 

without parent spectators. They will be cheered on by our staff and their fellow peers. 

 

 Cookery afternoon 

Thank you for sending in your favourites family recipes. 

We enjoyed looking through them and it certainly made our mouths water. 

We had fudgie biscuits from Vienna, Victoria sponge from Emily, Grom’s sponge recipe from Eva and Joseph, and 

Molly’s granny’s Victoria sponge, 

The children practised their cookery skills in readiness to recreate these recipes by following instructions and 

cooking methods, including measuring and mixing, to make pancakes and salt dough. 

 

 

 

 



The Big Bee challenge 

The Big Bee Challenge is Radio 2’s brand new competition for kids, in partnership with the Royal Horticultural 

Society. It’s a fun and creative way to learn more about bees and other insects that help provide much of the 

food we eat, and are essential for a healthy environment. 

 If you are between the ages of 6 and 12, we want you to draw a bright, buzzy garden that will attract bees and 

other pollinating insects. 

 Grab pens, pencils, crayons and paint and get creative, we want you to let your imagination run wild! 

 Our team will turn the winning design into a real life garden at an NHS Trust site used by children and young 

people with mental health needs. 

 Think about the plants that bees love. Remember bees also get thirsty and they need a safe place to rest and lay 

their eggs. And don’t forget a place where you could sit to enjoy your glorious garden! 

 Then write 3-5 sentences telling us more about your drawing and why you want to help the bees. 

 Your entries need to reach us by 6pm on Monday 5 July. 

You will find more tips on this website  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/2qk4dDdJJdsVFmcLhZ7RwmW/how-to-enter 

and hear lots of inspirational ideas on The Zoe Ball Breakfast Show 

Prizes 

The lucky winner will be invited to open the garden at an outside broadcast of The Zoe Ball Breakfast Show on 

Friday 20 August 2021! You will meet loads of guests, receive a professional illustration of your garden design 

and go home with a box of goodies to help turn your own outside space into a wonderland for bees. 

Each shortlisted finalist will also receive an array of bee themed goodies. 

Judges 

Our panel judging the finalists' entries know their marigolds from their magnolia, and have a passion for 

protecting our pollinators. Joining Zoe Ball are Professor Dave Goulson (Dr Bee!), garden designers Adam 

Frost and Manoj Malde, farmer and broadcaster Jimmy Doherty and CBeebies science and wildlife star Maddie 

Moate. 

How to enter 

It's super simple to enter. 

Download our garden design entry form here 

https://downloads.bbc.co.uk/radio/bigbeechallenge/big-bee-challenge-design-entry-form.pdf 

 and paint, sketch or draw a gorgeous garden. 

If you don’t have access to a computer and printer then you can draw your garden on a piece of paper. 

Once you have finished your design for the bee garden you will need to take a clear picture of it. 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/B0cXHn3Z2p0lv45vpwqg39/designing-your-bee-friendly-garden-what-you-need-to-know-to-grow
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/2qk4dDdJJdsVFmcLhZ7RwmW/how-to-enter
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/brand/b08h8z5t
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/brand/b08h8z5t
https://downloads.bbc.co.uk/radio/bigbeechallenge/big-bee-challenge-design-entry-form.pdf
https://downloads.bbc.co.uk/radio/bigbeechallenge/big-bee-challenge-design-entry-form.pdf


The BBC Big Bee Challenge continued; 

 

** Then send it to us via our online uploader form ** 

You will need to ask a parent or guardian to complete the online entry form for you. 

If you’re having any trouble uploading your design, you can enter by post by downloading the postal entry form 

Please post the completed form to: 

Radio 2 Big Bee Challenge Competition 

Bridge House Postroom 

Swiss Post Solutions Ltd 

Unit 540 Metroplex Business Park 

M50 2UE 

Entries can be made from Monday 7 June 2021 and the closing date is 6pm on Monday 5 July 2021. 

 

 

 

Uniform sale 

 

POSTPONED 

 

 

 

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/send/u79641950
https://downloads.bbc.co.uk/radio/commissioning/big-bee-challenge-postal-entry-form.pdf


 

                                                                                                                

 

 
 

 

 

The Friends of St Leonards Church Ipstones invite you to participate in a  

SCARECROW FESTIVAL  

to be held on  

Friday 9th/Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th July  

  

     
 The theme will be Disney characters. The entry fee of £1 per scarecrow will go to St 
Leonard’s Church. This is open to individuals, families, organisations and businesses. If you 
would like to create a Scarecrow, make cakes, serve refreshments or offer your help in any 
way during the event please contact Ann Jackson at annjackson840@hotmail.com   This will 
be an opportunity to walk around the village and spot as many scarecrows as you can.  No 
prizes, just a fun, fund raising event.  
Closing date for entries is 2nd July  
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Wanted! 

If you or anyone you know is looking to part with any old suitcases with wheels we would love to take them off 

your hands. They are needed to store books in in the reading den so the children can have easy access to reading 

materials at break times. 

Thank you in advance.  

 

 

 

Treehouse 

 

Opposite our early years playground we have this lovely old tree. 

Because the base is quite close to the ground we would love to build a treehouse in it. 

Are there any aspiring tree house makers that could spare some time over the school holidays please to create a 

little den for the children? 

If you may be able to help or know of anyone who would be willing to help please let us know. We would be so 

grateful of your help. 

Thank you. 

 

 



  

National Online Safety 

With popular accounts belonging to comparatively wholesome celebrities such as Will Smith, The Rock, Billie 

Eilish and Selena Gomez, most of TikTok’s content is harmless – and can be extremely entertaining. That in 

itself, though, can present a problem: the short, unpredictable nature of the videos often immerses users in 

the app – to the extent that they lose track of time. 

 

So how does TikTok actually work? Why do so many people find it addictive? How easy is to view age-

inappropriate content? Should children and young people even be on the platform at all? 

 

 



  

Holiday activities and food programme 

 



 

School photographs 

 

Academy photography will be visiting on Wednesday 8th September to take school photographs for families, 

siblings and individuals.  

The will be on site from 8.30am so siblings can be brought in for photographs before the children start their 

learning day. 

 

Term dates 

Autumn Term 2021 

Inset day: Wednesday 1 September 

Term Starts: Thursday 2 September 

Half Term: Monday 25 October – Friday 29 October 

Term ends: Friday 17 December 

Holiday: Monday 20 December – Monday 3 January 

 

 

 


