
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

School Attendance  

School attendance for this week is  85% which is below our target of 96%. 

 

Reception and Year 1   82% Sparks 

Year 2,3 and Year 4              88% Flames 

 

 

Respect   Love  Endeavour  Curiosity  
 

 
Weekly Diary 

 

Monday 21st October 2019 

 

 

Mrs Mellor out all week on Forest school training 

3.30pm – 4.30pm After school Sports club 

Tuesday 22nd October 2019 

 

Lunchtime football 

3.30pm – 4.30pm – After school STEM club 

 

Wednesday 23rd October 2019 

Welly Wednesday 

 

AM – Mrs Stanesby out at Safeguarding briefing 

Lunch time Design and Technology club run by pupils 

3.30pm – 4.30pm – After school rugby tots  

 

Thursday 24th October 2019 

 

 

Port Vale Lunchtime football club. 

10.15am – Mrs Stanesby and Mrs Amos out at DSL meeting – Churnet 

View Middle School 

6.00pm – 7.00pm – Open Evening 

Friday 25th October 2019 

 

Dress up as rockstars! 

Lunch time dance club run by pupils 

Break up for half term 

 

 

 

St. Leonard’s CE (A) First School Newsletter 

 

Friday 18th October 2019 

  

www.stleonardsfirstschoolipstones.com 

 

‘From a tiny spark to a bright flame’ 

 

‘In him was life; and life was the light of men.  And the light shineth in darkness’. (John 1:4-5) 

Headteacher:  Mrs Kelly Stanesby   Chair of governors: Mr Stephen Clancy  

Designated safeguarding lead: Mrs Kelly Stanesby,Deputy safeguarding leads: Mrs Julie Amos and 

Miss Torr   
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Your lunch menu for the 21st October – 25th October 2019 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Pizza, pasta, 

broccoli and 

sweetcorn 

Chicken curry, 

rice and green 

beans 

Roast turkey, 

mashed and 

roasted 

potatoes, 

carrots and 

cabbage 

Meatballs, 

pasta and 

sweetcorn 

Fish fingers, 

chips and beans 

Mango frozen 

yoghurt 

Shortbread Flapjack Chocolate 

sponge 

Angel delight 

 

Available daily: Seasonal vegetables, potatoes, a selection of seasonal crisp leaves and salad, seasonal crisp leaves 

and salad. 

                                                                                                                   

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Star Awards 

 
Congratulations are sent out to the following children who 

won Star Award’s this week: 

Headteacher’s Award Poppy 

Star of the Week  Sparks  Molly, Ewan 

Star of the Week  Flames Charlie 

Spark to a flame  Sparks Fletcher 

Spark to a flame  Flames 

Class 

Lottie 

Playground award Noah, Alfie, Charlie 

Cooks award Ewan 

Maths Award Alfie, Elodie 

Football Award Jessica, Imogen, Alfie, 

Jack 

Reading Award Oscar 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday 

A very Happy Birthday to Alice who celebrates 

her birthday this week.  

We hope you have an amazing time. 

  

 

 

 

 

  

St. Leonard’s First School, Ipstones  

Games 

Night & Social 

Friday 8th November 6-9pm 

Advance tickets - £4.50 per adult, £2.50 per child, 

under 2’s free 

On the door - £5 per adult, £3 per child, under 2’s 

free 

Buffet and soft drinks included 

Bring your own adult drinks !! 

Please note the date change! 

Save the Dates 

Our Games Night has changed from Friday 18th 

October to Friday 8th November so that we can all 

have double the fun. 

Agricultural Queens Bingo at the Memorial Hall on 

Friday 18th October, Doors Open 7.30pm & eyes down 

8pm 

Welcome! 

Welcome to Lili who will start at St Leonard’s 

after half term. 

We are sure that the children will make her very 

welcome. 
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Stoke city city 7’s assembly 

On Wednesday the children welcomed staff from Stoke City Football Club who delivered a special 

assembly to the children to talk about the City 7’s initiative. 

The Year 2 children all received a complimentary goody bag and free tickets to the Stoke City v 

Blackburn Rovers on 30th November. 

Letters for all other children have come home with a ticket offer letter. 

If you wish to take advantage please return to the school office by Wednesday 13th November. 

The tickets will be sent out directly to your home address from SCFC. 

 

 
Seasonal Snaps - Autumn Photography Competition 

– Entrust Education 

When we saw this opportunity we couldn’t resist 

showing off the photographs that we shared with 

you in last week’s newsletter.  

The photographs are in and we will let you know if 

we have been successful! 

We could win a Go-Pro camera! 

Keep everything crossed for us! 

 

 

 

Operation Christmas Child 

 

Your child will be bringing home with them an 

“Operation Christmas Child” shoebox. 

If you would like to participate please could you 

fill your shoebox with small toys, hygiene items 

and school supplies and bring back in to school 

by Friday 15th November when the children will 

attend a short service at the Methodist church 

and deliver their shoeboxes which will be sent 

off to less fortunate children around the world. 

Please note it is entirely up to you if you wish to 

take part. 

 

 

 

Missing cardigan 

Please could you check to see if you’ve gained a cardigan belonging to Taya Mellor. 

It is labelled with Taya’s name. 

Thank you. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Goodbye and Thank you 

 

It is with great sadness that we have accepted the resignation of our joint Chair of Governors, Reverend 

Michael Evans. 

Reverend Evans has been a Governor at St Leonard’s for fifteen years. In his time on the Governing Body he 

has acted as Chair, then stepped down briefly to the role of Foundation Governor, before he took on joint 

Chair of Governor duties again with Mr Stephen Clancy until his resignation. 

Over the years Reverend Evans has offered the school guidance, wisdom and kindness, alongside a healthy 

sense of humour! 

His support stemmed from his passion to do the best for the children and he has nutured both children and 

staff for which we are very grateful. 

We will miss him very much. 

Thank you for all you have done for us. 

 

 

 

 

 

Rock Stars! 

The government have decided to abolish Year 2 SATS testing and introduce mandatory times tables testing in a 

bid to raise maths standards in schools and to prepare the children for their middle school curriculum. 

The tests will be sat by Year 4 children and is designed to make sure children know their time tables up to 

twelve by heart. 

To enable our children to reach their full potential we are launching a maths application called “Rockstars!” 

Your children will learn their Times Tables by singing them to the coolest tracks, from some of the world’s best 

artists! One Direction, PINK, Lady Gaga, will-i-am and Pharrell Williams - to name a few. They will love bopping 

away to the new Times Table lyrics while they learn. Maths has never been so cool, so easy and so much fun! 

To celebrate this launch children are invited to come to school dressed as a Rock Star on launch day, Friday 

25th October. 

Your child will have a password inside their reading diaries should they wish to log on at home. 

 

 



 History 

Mrs Goldstraw has been teaching the children some amazing skills this week in their history class in keeping 

with this terms Farming topic. 

Firstly the children watched a powerpoint about butter making from one hundred and fifty years ago to the 

present. It showed dairymaids milking cows, artefacts and people making butter then and now. 

Then the children made their own butter! They used a jar of double cream and a pinch of salt and took turns 

to shake the jar vigorously until it turned in to butter. 

It was a success! The children all had a taste of their home made butter on crackers and all agreed it was 

delicious! 

 

 

The children have also been learning about wool spinning. 

They were provided with a number of pictorial resources relating to the spinning of wool and unspun fleece. 

The pictures ranged from the medieval period to the more modern age of factory spinning and included 

artefacts and people spinning. The children then had a go at spinning wool in to a yarn using the stick method. 

 

 

Dates for the diary 

From 2.30pm – 6.00pm - Thursday 14th November – Parents Consultation Afternoon/Evening 

11.30am - Friday 15th November – Service at Methodist Church, children drop off their Operation Christmas 

child shoeboxes. 

2.30pm - Garden of remembrance service – Friday 15th November  

5.00pm – 7.00pm - Friday 29th November – Christmas Fayre 

Thursday 12th December – Whole school trip to National Adventure Farm 

Monday 16th December – Whole school trip to Cinderella at Buxton Opera House 

 



 Ando Hiroshige Inspired artwork 

 

We thought we’d hare with you again the beautiful artwork that the children produced for the LEP art 

exhibition now it is finally displayed in pride of place in our school. 

I think you’ll agree it looks beautiful! 

 

 

 

 

ART and DT Week 

This week is ART and DT week in school. The children will be taking part in all sorts of crafty activities. 

Please could you bring in any empty milk bottles and rubber gloves! 

Don’t ask! 

All will be revealed! 

 

 



 

Chickens 

 

We have a very kind volunteer who has agreed to help us set up our chickens at the school. 

Mr Barker, Isla and Olivia’s dad, is going to share his knowledge and skills (having previously owned chickens) 

to get the chicken run in place and is hoping we can rescue some chickens and nuture them back to full 

health and laying lots of lovely eggs. 

We will be collecting egg boxes in readiness so if you do have any spare please pop them in to school. 

Also coming soon…… 

St Leonard’s “Egg Drop!” 

Watch this space…………………………….. 

How egg-citing!!! 

 

 

Reading 

We are delighted to let you know that already this term our pupil progress for reading has increased. 

We believe this is down to the big push within school to encourage the children to read for pleasure and our 

new resources which are making the children WANT to read! 

Please bear with us as we use our new system to ensure that your children are all reading books at the correct 

level. 

Well done to our super readers and thank you to all parents for your support. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Just for fun! 

 

Autumn Jokes! 

 

Q: What do you use to mend a jack-o-lantern? 

A: A pumpkin patch. 

Q: What did the oak tree say when autumn came around? 

A: Leaf me alone. 

Q: What’s the best thing to put into an apple pie? 

A: Your teeth. 

Q: Which monster is red, round and comes out in Autumn? 

A: Frankenapple. 

Q: Why did the scarecrow win the Nobel Prize? 

A: Because he was out-standing in his field. 

Q: What did the doctor say when the nurse told him the invisible man was there? 

A: Tell him I can’t see him. 

 

 


