
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

School Attendance  

School attendance for this week is 87.5% which is below our target of 96%.   

 

Reception and Year 1   79% Sparks 

Year 2,3 and Year 4              96% Flames 

 

 
Weekly Diary 

 

Monday 2nd September 2019 

 

 

INSET DAY 

Tuesday 3rd September 2019 

 

INSET DAY 

Wednesday 4th September 2019 

Welly Wednesday 

 

Lunchtime art club – Ran by pupils. 

 

Thursday 5th September 2019 

 

 

Port Vale Lunchtime football club. 

 

Friday 6th September 2019 

 

 

 

 

Respect   Love  Endeavour  Curiosity  
 

 

 

St. Leonard’s CE (A) First School Newsletter 

 

Friday 19th July 2019 

  

www.stleonardsfirstschoolipstones.com 

 

‘From a tiny spark to a bright flame’ 

 

‘In him was life; and life was the light of men.  And the light shineth in darkness’. (John 1:4-5) 

Headteacher:  Mrs Kelly Stanesby   Chair of governors: Mr Stephen Clancy and Rev’d Michael Evans  

Designated safeguarding lead: Mrs Kelly Stanesby,Deputy safeguarding lead: Miss Katherine Sharman     
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Your lunch menu for the 2nd September – 6th September 2019 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

INSET DAY INSET DAY Sausage, mash, 

roast potatoes, 

peas and 

broccoli 

Burger and a 

bap, wedges 

and sweetcorn 

Fish fingers, 

chips and beans 

  Sponge and 

custard 

Sponge and 

custard 

Chocolate 

shortbread 

Available daily: Seasonal vegetables, potatoes, a selection of seasonal crisp leaves and salad, seasonal crisp leaves 

and salad. 

                                                                                                                    

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So long, farewell, and welcome! 

We would like to wish our year 4 leavers, Harry, Alex and Luca, the best of luck at Churnet View middle school. 

Have a blast boys! 

Also a sad farewell to Miss Sharman. We’d like to thank her for everything she has done here at St Leonard’s and 

wish her all the best. 

A big welcome to our new starters in Reception, 

Olivia B, Olivia G, Nina, Taya and Rosanna. 

We look forward to seeing you. 

And of course our new year 3 and 4 class teacher Miss Torr 

 

Happy Birthday 

A very Happy Birthday to all the children who 

celebrate their birthdays over the summer holidays. 

Happy Birthday Eliza 

Happy Birthday Noah 

Happy Birthday Joseph 

Happy Birthday Lottie 

And 

Happy Birthday to Harry and Alex 

Have an amazing time. 

 

 

Well Done 

Well done to Jessica who took part in a dance 

show on Saturday. The show was called 

“Artschool” ,a national show which travels. She 

did so well and really enjoyed her experience. 

 

Eliza has achieved her 100 metres and stage 4 

swimming certificate. 

She has worked so hard for these and finally 

reached her goal. 

Well Done Eliza! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

                                             

 

 

Awards 

 

Well done to our year 4’s who have achieved the following awards; 

 

Luca – Art award, English awards, Sports leader. 

 

Harry – Science, problem solving, sports leader. 

 

Alex – Maths, computing and sports leader. 

 

Our brightest flame award this year was put to a whole school vote and has been awarded to; 

Luca Stanesby. 

Congratulations also Vienna and Molly who have achieved 100% attendance. 

 

 

Parentpay 

Please check your balance and make any 

outstanding payments. 

Please could our leaver’s balances be cleared if 

there are any outstanding amounts. Thank you. 

Parentpay have also launched Bank Transfer for 

parents. 

They expect Auto Top-up to follow soon and will 

trial it with a small number of parents over the 

next few weeks. 

 

Based on the parent's preference, Auto Top-up will 

add money to their child's meal account as soon as 

the balance falls low. 

 

Parents will get increased peace of mind and it will 

help reduce meal debt in schools. 

Guidance notes are on the parentpay website. 

 



 

 

  

Sports day 

 

What a glorious afternoon we had for our sports day on Tuesday. 

I think the children and the parents thoroughly enjoyed it. 

A big thank you to all that came and also to our helpers. 

    

 

A big thank you! 

 

We would like to thank you all for your support this year. 

We really do appreciate it. 

Thank you also to our volunteers, Nanny Norma, Martin Brightman, Laura Lee, Alison Sfranski, Claire 

Cartwright. 

Thank you also to our St Leonard’s funding club who have done a sterling effort raising funds for the 

children. 

We are so lucky to have a team of amazing helpers and supportive parents. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Letter from the Chair of Governors 

 

 

It has been a busy term at St Leonard’s, and indeed a very busy year for all the pupils and 

staff! Everyone has worked incredibly hard and deserves their well-earned break. Thank you to all the 

staff for their hard work. 

We say goodbye to our three leavers and wish them well on their next adventure at Churnet 

View. No doubt we will see them again at some stage to catch up. 

We would like to say a fond farewell to Miss Sharman; she has been a rock at the centre of 

our Year 2-4 class and all the pupils have benefited greatly from her teaching. She was also deputy 

safeguarding lead and website maintainer, amongst other things. She will be missed, and we wish her 

every success in her next adventure. 

We welcomed Mrs Appiah earlier this year, and we look forward to welcoming Miss Torr in 

September. 

We look forward to continuing working towards our next Ofsted inspection in the Spring. We 

will also be supporting the Headteacher as she implements a new curriculum framework in September. 

St Leonards faces challenges, as do all small schools with ever reducing government budgets 

and diminishing support services. However, we are confident that the staff at the school will give it 

their all next year and we look forward to supporting them in their work. 

Have a lovely summer from the Governing Board, and see you all in September. 

 

 

  Reverend Evans & Stephen Clancy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
Letter from the Headteacher 

 

Dear parents, children and families. 

 

I would like to thank all of you for your wonderful support this year.  It has been a difficult one for 

the staff in school with the disappointment we faced in January but your kind comments and belief in 

the school has kept us all going.  We have made lots of progress with school improvement in the last 

two terms and the appointment of our two new teachers will continue to help this along the way.   

 We have now refined Governance structures and meetings to keep Teaching and Learning at 

the centre of our focus.  

 We have a new system to track pupil progress and to ensure our expectations are high enough.  

 We have new skills ladders to track progress in writing.  

 We are setting individual targets for children and changing them regularly to ensure that 

learning is moving on at a fast enough pace.  

 Teachers are using working walls in the classroom to support pupil’s independent learning.  

 Over the holidays we will be giving our reading scheme an overhaul and purchasing lots of 

lovely new books thanks to St Leonard’s Funding Club.  

 We are building our safeguarding expertise to a high level, I am now chairperson of The Leek 

Education Partnership Designated Safeguarding Leaders group containing 20 schools.  As a 

group of schools we are engaging our staff and Governors in some in depth training in 

PREVENT in October.  

 We have commenced work on our new curriculum for the future where we intend to bring 

what’s important to the children to the very centre.  This will begin with our first topic 

‘farming’ in the new academic year.  We would love to create our own mini farm here at St 

Leonard’s.  We already have 1 or 2 parents who are keen to support us in this.  If you feel this 

is something that you could support us with in any way then please let us know. 

I would like to thank all of the staff here at St Leonards for their commitment and hard work this 

year and to all of the pupils for theirs.  Especially to Miss Sharman and to our Year 4 leavers.  I hope 

that you all have a wonderful summer break and we look forward to welcoming you all back in 

September.  

Kind regards  

Mrs Stanesby   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  Schools out for summer 

 

As the term comes to an end, Staffordshire County Council have pulled together essential 

info to get you through the summer holidays. From events and days out, whatever your 

child's age, you'll find loads of opportunities to keep them busy this summer! 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKSTAFFORDSHIRECC/bulletins/2506f0d 

 

Also on 27th August Ignite craft club are holding a fun and games morning at Ipstones 

Methodist Church from 10.00am – 12.00pm. 

 

The Ipstones Show is being held on 31st August and there is an opportunity for your child 

to enter their beloved pets in to the pet contest. 

 

 

 

House Points 

 

Our house teams always work hard to gain house points. 

This terms winners are; 

 

St Mark in first place with 406 points 

 

St Luke in second place with 383 points 

 

St Matthew in third place with 333 points 

And 

St John in fourth place with 282 points 

 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKSTAFFORDSHIRECC/bulletins/2506f0d


 

 

 

 

 

 

Inset days 

 

We have inset days on Monday 2nd September and Tuesday 3rd September. 

The children return to school on Wednesday 4th September. 

 

We hope you all have a lovely summer holiday and enjoy the break! 

 

 

Just for fun 

 

 


